The Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Program (E&SPC) and how it relates to the building code:
E&SPC Plans (PA Code- Title 25, Ch. 102)

In accordance with PA regulations, any earth disturbance greater than 5000 square feet and less than 43,560 square feet requires the development and implementation of an E&SPC plan. E&SPC plans must be developed, implemented and available on site throughout the construction process. These plans do not need to be submitted or approved by the SCD. However, for added protection plans may be submitted voluntarily to the SCD for review and approval if the project owner is so inclined. *Be advised that any disturbance, encroachment or obstruction activity impacting a creek, Stream, River or wetland 5000 square feet or less will likely require a Ch. 105 permit or waiver! See the Ch. 105 page of this website for further assistance and instruction…
Any building permit application/project affecting less than 5000 square feet of earth disturbance requires no clearance or action from the SCD. Please do not send applicants to this office for projects impacting less than 5000 square feet! 

For projects affecting .5 acre up to .9 acres of earth disturbance the SCD recommends that a complete E&SPC plan be submitted to this office for E&SPC review and approval to ensure compliance with current E&SPC rules and regulations. Again, this is not required but is highly recommended! 

All building code offices: Any building permit application/project affecting .5 acre - .9 acres of earth disturbance requires that the applicant/builder contact the SCD. Please send all applicants in this scenario to the SCD office prior to issuing a building permit! The SCD will request the submittal of an E&SPC plan from the applicant. The appropriate building code office will be notified via plan review correspondence if an E&SPC plan has been submitted. The building code office may issue building permits under these circumstances without recourse because a DEP permit is not required. Having an approved E&SPC plan prior to construction is desired, but does not require the building code office to withhold a building permit. However, the building code office may do so at their discretion.    

For projects affecting 1 acre or more of earth disturbance, an Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control (E&SPC), Post Construction Stormwater Management (PCSM) plan and NPDES permit is required. All of these items must be submitted as a package to the SCD for review and approval. *A building permit may not be issued until the required E&SPC/PCSM plan has been approved and associated NPDES permit has been authorized.

All building code offices: Any building permit application/project affecting 1 acre or more of earth disturbance requires that the applicant/builder contact the SCD. Please send all applicants in this scenario to this office! The SCD will request the submittal of an NPDES permit package from the applicant. The appropriate building code office will be informed via written review correspondence regarding E&SPC/NPDES permit status by the SCD. Again, building permit issuance may not commence until the required NPDES permit has been authorized. 

For additional information regarding the building code, please contact the appropriate code enforcement office. 
*Please see the list of code enforcement offices provided on the E&SPC Technicians  page. These offices are charged with overseeing and implementing the building code in Somerset County according to municipality.

